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Luberon and The Camargue, Provence, France 
  

 

This trail takes you on a wonderful journey through 

Provence starting in the Luberon hills, across the 

Alpilles of Van Gogh hills, to the Mediterranean sea in 

famous Camargue: the land of flamingoes, black bulls 

and white horses.  

Day 1 

Arrive at Lauris. You will be introduced to your guide 

and meet the rest of the group over dinner.  

Overnight at Les Garoulettes guesthouse. 

www.chambres-hotes-vaucluse-gargoulettes.fr 

The following is the proposed itinerary but please note 

that changes are possible due to weather and local 

conditions.  

Day 2 

This morning after breakfast you meet your horse. 

After you have groomed and saddled up you set off 

from Lauris towards Mallemort.  

Today’s ride is a short day in the saddle. You ride in 

the pine and oak forests at the foot of the Luberon 

Mountains towards the Durance valley where you 

cross the river.   

Lunch is a picnic on the other side of the Durance 

River. In the afternoon you ride along the Alpilles 

canal to the farm where the horses stay for the night.  

 

After seeing to the horses you return by minibus to 

your accommodation at Les Gargoulettes in Lauris.  

Day 3 

Today’s ride takes you from Mallemort to Eygalieres.  

You ride in a lush valley among fruit trees to Lamanon 

where you have lunch. In the afternoon you enter the 

Alpilles National Park, Van Gogh’s country.  

Later in the afternoon you reach the Roman village of 

Eygalière, and stop by the beautiful Chapel St Sixte, to 

take pictures.  

 

Dinner and overnight at a guesthouse near Eygalieres. 

www.lasarriette.com 

Day 4 

Today’s ride takes you from Eygalieres to Les Baux de 

Provence.  

Today is a scenic day as you ride in the landscape Van 

Gogh liked to paint. You pass near Saint-Rémy-de-

Provence, in front of the hospital in which Van Gogh 

stayed and made his most famous paintings.  

Along the way admire beautiful Roman monuments, 

before you make your way towards your lunch stop, 

by a little lake, hidden in the hills.  
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The afternoon ride takes you high up on the crests of 

the Alpilles where in one direction lies Provence and 

the Rhone valley, and in the other lies the flat 

Camargue and the gleam of the Mediterranean Sea 

way in the distance.  

 

At the end of the day the horses are loaded in the 

truck for the transfer to the Camargue.  

You now have a choice between visiting the Baux de 

Provence medieval village on foot or visiting the the 

Carrières de Lumières which in 2021 is on the theme 

of Cezanne. You can book this during the ride or if you 

wish to be sure of the visit, then you are 

recommended to book in advance for 4.30pm/5pm on 

the website https://www.carrieres-

lumieres.com/en/home 

Later you transfer by minibus to Sylvereal, the gate of 

the Camargue. Overnight in a hotel in an old Abbaye 

and have dinner at the hotel’s Camargue auberge. 

www.sylvereal.camargue.fr 

Day 5 

This morning you set off on horseback to a Camargue 

ranch.  

After an hour on horseback in the heart of the 

Camargue, you arrive at a "manade", a bull and horse 

ranch in Camargue. Mathieu, a passionate "guardian", 

Camargue cow-boy, welcomes you in front of the 

enclosure of one of his bull herds.  

You accompany him on horseback to "grab" the bulls, 

i.e. to push them through the marsh to a sorting 

enclosure. Mathieu will explain about the "Camargue 

bull and horse races", the breeding methods, the 

traditions linked to the Camargue bulls and will 

demonstrate sorting a few bulls. 

You have a picnic lunch here and then set off on 

horseback to Les Saintes Maries de la Mer.  

After settling into your hotel, you can go for a walk in 

the village streets and do some shopping, take a stroll 

to the beach, or enjoy the hotel swimming pool.  

Later have dinner in a lively bodega in the village. 

Overnight at the hotel Le Maset . www.maset.fr 

Day 6 

This morning you ride to the beach where you should 

get the chance to enjoy some canters and a walk in 

the sea before carrying on riding around the 

neighbouring Camargue lakes. 

 

Lunch is back at the hotel, and during the afternoon 

you ride along the Vacares Lake for your final ride, 

spotting more flamingos and wild birds along the way.  

Later this afternoon you and the horses transfer back 

to Lauris, for a last dinner together. Overnight at Les 

Garoulettes guesthouse. 

Day 7 
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After breakfast transfer to the airport or train station.  


